2 March 2016
Press Alert: Sea Point’s Domestic Workers March to Reclaim the City
On Thursday afternoon at 3pm, Sea Point’s poor residents and low-income workers
from the Reclaim the City campaign will march on the Tafelberg Remedial School to
protest its sale by the Western Cape Provincial Government. They demand that the
site be developed for affordable mixed-income housing. Members of the press are
invited to join and report on the gathering.
The site has been vacant for a number of years after the remedial school was
relocated and tenants of the Wynyard mansions were evicted. Recently the
Provincial Department of Public Works declared the property “surplus” and sold it to
the Phyllis Jowell School. The Province has refused to disclose how this decision
was made – supporters ask whether this is reasonable given the lack of affordable
housing in the city.
As property prices sky-rocket in Sea Point, and other well-located areas near the
city, poor and working class residents are being forced out because they can no
longer afford rising rents and are unable to buy homes.
Such residents of Sea Point refuse to relocate to townships – they assert their right
to live close to where they need to be for work, and to where their children go to
school.
Reclaim the City supporters demand that affordable housing options near the city be
expanded. The use of state land for this purpose is key to transforming apartheid
spatial planning and in meeting Province’s obligations to building an inclusive
economy and city.
Although the Tafelberg School has been sold, transfer has not yet occurred. We aim
to send a clear message to the Province that land is for people, not for profit.
Gather at:
Time:
Date:

Sea Point Pavilion, next to swimming pools
3 pm
3 March 2016

For comment: Thandeka Sisusa (Sea Point resident) 072 593 7713
For comment: Kopano Maroga (student) 073 229 6055

